Basic Premises of Early Intervention 

for Infants with Visual Impairments

The goal of early intervention is to provide a systematic approach for guiding infants with visual impairment along their own developmental paths within the context of their families and communities.

The infant, family, and environment influence each other, and an infant’s optimal development is the result of ongoing and successful adjustments in these relationships.

The development of an infant with a visual impairment may be facilitated by a caregiver’s careful use of selected interventions (called scaffolding techniques) that support the infant’s participation in and understanding of the environment.

Developmental milestones are behavioral indicators of underlying processes.  If developmental milestones are used as a curriculum guide without consideration of the underlying processes, infants will develop splinter skills rather than a solid foundation for learning.

Intervention objectives should be integrated within daily activities of an infant’s natural routine.

In general, experiences for infants with visual impairments during the course of daily routines can be guided by several principles:

· Infants with visual impairment benefit from active engagement with a variety of objects and materials that promote conceptual awareness, interest in their surroundings, and acceptance of a variety of sensory experiences.

· A broad range of experiences with real, rather than representational, objects is recommended for infants with vision loss.

· Infants with visual impairment should be supported to learn about the organization of their surroundings during daily routines (i.e., where things belong, where things come from, where they are placed when an activity is completed).

· If a structured experience to teach a specific skill or behavior is necessary, generalization of that skill is critical.  This can be accomplished by encouraging the infant to apply the skill during the course of daily routines.

� This document was taken from Lueck, A., Chen, D., & Kekelis, L., (1997). Developmental Guidelines for Infants with Visual Impairment. 








