Roles and Functions for Vision Professionals 

on the IFSP Team*
1. Participate in the multidisciplinary evaluation and assessment of infants and toddlers with visual impairment:

a. Perform functional vision assessments.

b. Perform orientation and mobility assessments (O & M specialists).

c. Obtain and interpret all ophthalmologic, optometric, and functional vision reports for families and other IFSP team members.

d. Assist with comprehensive developmental evaluation and assessment of infant or toddler, providing input on adaptations of assessment tool items as necessary for visual impairment and assisting with interpretation of results.

e. Assist with communication skill assessments in pre-reading and listening.

f. Help to address infant’s or toddler’s need for assistive technology.

g. Recommend assessment by other vision specialists as needed (e.g., low vision, orientation and mobility).

h. Assist families in assessing their concerns, priorities and resources regarding their infant’s or toddler’s visual development.

2. Participate in the development of the Individualized Family Service Plan:

a. Contribute to the infant’s or toddler’s present levels of performance by discussing how performance is affected by the visual impairment and by providing information on the child’s learning style, use of visual information, and other strengths unique to individual infants or toddlers.

b. Identify outcomes related to the visual and orientation and mobility needs of the infant or toddler and their family.

c. Identify frequency, intensity, method, location, and services for meeting IFSP outcomes.

3. Address development of pre-literacy skills and, by age three, recommend appropriate reading and writing media.

*Content is adapted from Spungin, S.J., & Ferrell, K.A. (1999). The role and function of the teacher of students with visual handicaps. In G.S. Pugh & J. Erin (Eds.), Blind and Visually Impaired Students: Educational service guidelines (National Association of State Directors of Special Education). Watertown, MA: Perkins School for the Blind.
